
A N EMPHASIS  ON 
OBEDIENCE

1 Samuel 15



A N  E M P H A S I S  O N  O B E D I E N C E—1  S A M U E L  1 5

1. God commands 

Saul to utterly 

destroy the 

Amalekites      

(15:1-9)

2. God punishes Saul 

for not utterly 

destroying the 

Amalekites     

(15:10-28)



POINTS 
FROM THE 

TEXT

1. The critics look at this 
account and accuse 
God of being unloving 
and cruel (Jeremiah 
18:7-10; 2 Peter 3:9)

2. Partial obedience 
equals disobedience

3. Why should we obey 
God?



“ N o t  e v e r y o n e  w h o  s a y s  t o  M e ,  ‘ L o r d ,  L o r d , ’  

s h a l l  e n t e r  t h e  k i n g d o m  o f  h e a v e n ,  b u t  h e  

w h o  d o e s  t h e  w i l l  o f  M y  F a t h e r  i n  h e a v e n .  

M a n y  w i l l  s a y  t o  M e  i n  t h a t  d a y,  ‘ L o r d ,  L o r d ,  

h a v e  w e  n o t  p r o p h e s i e d  i n  Yo u r  n a m e ,  c a s t  

o u t  d e m o n s  i n  Yo u r  n a m e ,  a n d  d o n e  m a n y  

w o n d e r s  i n  Yo u r  n a m e ? ’  A n d  t h e n  I  w i l l  

d e c l a r e  t o  t h e m ,  ‘ I  n e v e r  k n e w  y o u ;  d e p a r t  

f r o m  M e ,  y o u  w h o  p r a c t i c e  l a w l e s s n e s s ! ’ ”

- Matthew 7:21-23



“An d  h a v i n g  b e e n  p e r f e c ted ,  H e  

b e ca me  t h e  a u th o r  o f  e t e rn a l  

sa l va t i on  t o  a l l  w h o  o b e y  H i m”

- Hebrews 5:9



“Bu t  H e  sa i d ,  “Mo re  t h a n  t h a t ,

b l e sse d  a re  t h o se  w h o  h e a r  t h e  

w o rd  o f  Go d  a n d  ke e p  i t ! ”

- Luke 11:28
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